THE ROMAN FOUNDATION
than his fellows. This break-up of all the island into a mass of
small rude governments is the most striking example and proof
of the decline which society had suffered in the hundred and fifty
years. One point, however, it is most important to remember:
the later Imperial idea of Sacred Monarchy survived here as else-
where throughout the Roman Europe. These little kings were
not mere heads of armed bands. They were real monarchs
possessed of full authority, issuing laws, controlling their subjects,
regarding each other as a caste of a special and superior kind.
Our Evidence from the Analogy of the Danish Invasions.
Though we have so very little direct evidence on the raids and
settlements of 450-550, we luckily have full and detailed evidence
of another set of raids and settlements so like them that we can
argue from one to the other. This other set are the so-called
* Danish* raids which also came over the North Sea two hundred
years later—750-900. We know exactly what happened then,
and we can fairly apply it to show what must have happened in
the earlier time. The raiders came in boats carrying, on the
average, about fifty fighting men each. They were therefore
very few indeed compared with the native population. Their
total numbers were never more than eight or ten thousand men
at any one time, but they were very destructive, because society
was not organized for resistance. They went far inland, even
to the west of the island. They set up local courts. A certain
remnant remained established in the island. But they were of
no great effect upon the blood of the vast majority among which
they found themselves, and they were absorbed.
Summary. It will be seen that all these various kinds of
evidence converge to give us the result set forth above. There
was no great change in race or in social custom due to the raids,
nor any considerable settlement from over the North Sea in
450-550. On the other hand, religious organization was
destroyed by the harrying of the East Coast, and the ruin spread
to the Midlands. What was worst, the breakdown of England's
communication with the Continent cut off the Christian West,
and left it isolated from the rest of the Church and its high
organization on the Continent of Europe. England, though still
just in touch with the civilization of Europe by the south-east,
was thus half barbarized and was in danger of falling into a still
lower condition, when the process was reversed by the appear-
ance in 597 of a band of missionaries sent by the Pope, who
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